Each metered-dose inhaler (MDI) = carbon footprint equivalent to
driving up to 139km by car (1)

Island Health uses 2,930 inhalers monthly = carbon footprint of
driving around the circumference of the earth 4.5 times (2)
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Inhaler loss/waste significantly increases carbon footprint without adding to -
patient care.

Up to 80% of patients have 1+ identical inhalers dispensed per admission (3)

Up to 98% of doses per inhaler are wasted (4)
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If the tamper seal is intact,
disinfect inhaler with wipe as per
infection control
recommendations and return to
inventory/stock

During BPMH, write inhaler
compliance comments (eg frequency,
last use) plus any other information in
the supplemental note . This will help

the prescriber or pharmacist decide
whether it is needed while in hospital.

Encourage patients and

providers to return used

inhalers to pharmacy for
safe disposal

The Critical Air Project
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