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STEP ACTION

If the test is verified to be still performing at the expected and
desired level of sensitivity based on performance of the control
tissue, then the test can be released to the pathologist. 

Purpose
This procedure provides instructions on the use of expired
primary antibodies after the manufacturer’s expiry date. 

The technologist is responsible for notifying the IHC Lead Pathologist of all
primary expired antibodies. The IHC Lead Pathologist will give direction
regarding reordering or using the expired antibody. Expired antibodies will
be aliquoted and frozen if the antibody is freezable with information
entered in the IHC log on the shared drive. 

Procedure
Expired primary antibodies can be used in the following
carefully monitored situation:
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If the test is not performing at the expected and desired level of
sensitivity based on performance of the control tissue but the test
is deemed positive in the patient material, the case should be
retested. If working well, continue to use the antibody. If still not
optimal, dispose of the expired antibody. 

If the test is not performing at the expected and desired level of
sensitivity based on the performance of the control tissue and the
test is deemed negative in the patient material, then the test could
be falsely negative and should not be released to the pathologist.
Dispose of the expired antibody. 
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